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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 


Wadebridge  Rural  District 

Council 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1942. 


BODMIN ; 

PRINTED  BY  W.  H.  PHILLIPS,  FORE  STREET. 


TO  THE  WADEBRIDQE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1942. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres) — 88,064. 

Registrar  GeneraTs  estimate  of  population— 15,280 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1942  according 
to  the  Rate  Books — 5,144. 

Rateable  value — £59,913. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — <£258-3-7 

Social  Conditions. 

There  is  little  or  no  change  from  the  now  usual 
war  time  conditions  and  routine. 

The  amount  of  arable  land  continues  to  increase 
at  the  expense  of  pasture  land. 

A  large  number  of  evacuees  are  billeted  in  the 
area.  The  children  generally  are  well  fed  and  well 
clothed  and  there  is  marked  improvement  in  the 
physical  condition  of  many  of  them. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  births 

104 

119 

223 

I  egitimate 

93 

115 

208 

Illegitimate 

11 

4 

15 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population— 

14-5 

M.  F.  Total. 

Still  births —  4  2  6 

Legitimate  4  2  6 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  26’2. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Deaths  72  100  172 

Deaths  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population — 11 '2 
Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  — 

M.  F  Total. 

i)eaths  8  4  12 

Legitimate  6  4  10 

Illegitimate  2  —  2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 5 3 ‘8. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerpural  Sepsis  or 
other  maternal  causes.  ^  ' 

The  chiefhauses  of  death  were — 

Infants — 


Premature  birth  and  congenital  debility. 


Adults — . 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Heart  disease 

12 

31 

43 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  2 

20 

22 

Cancer 

9 

16 

25 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

6 

Tuberculosis 

3 

4 

7 

Influenza 

2 

2 

4 

4 


4  here  were  no  deaths  from  Measles  or  Whooping 
Cough  at  all  ages  or  from  Diarrhoea  of  children  under 
2  years  of  age. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  during  April 
in  the  Sick  Bay,  Tredethy.  The  cases  were  mild 
and  did  satisfactorily. 

The  Sick  Bay  was  closed  for  a  short  time  and 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  disinfected,  no  more  cases 
occurring. 

Ttie  other  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  those  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  spread  over  the  district  during  the  year 
and  generally  of  a  mild  character. 

N  . 

There  was  no  closure  of  Schools  on  account  of 
epidemics. 

The  cases  of  Scabies  and  Impetigo  were  much  less 
numerous  than  formerly. 

It  was  found  possible  to  close  the  Hostel  for 
Scabies  at  Helland  and  deal  satisfactorily  with  the 
cases  at  the  Sick  Bay,  Tredethy. 

All  the  Council  Schools  in  the  district  were  visited 
and  the  children  with  very  few  exceptions  immunized 
against  Diphtheria.  Many  children  under  five  years 
of  age  were  immunized,  but  the  percentage  was  not 
so  high  as  amongst  the  older  children. 


0 


Comparison  of  Birth  and 

Death  rates  with  those  of 

England  and  Wales  : — 

England  and  Wales. 

Birth  rate 

14-5 

15-8 

Death  rate 

11-2 

11*6 

Infantile  death  rate 

63-8 

4  ^ 

General  provision  of  Health  Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  H  Hobling  (part 
time  Officer).  He  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Borough  of  Bodmin,  Public  Vaccinator  and 
Certifying  Factory  Surgeon. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Surveyors  — 

Mr.  J.  D.  Clerk.  Western  Area. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Bewes,  Eastern  Area. 

'I  hese  are  both  full  time  Officers  and  hold  the 
Certificate  ot  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  a  Motor  Ambulance  in  Bodmin  belonging 
to  the  St.  John^s  Ambulance  Assocaition  for  the  use 
of  the  district  in  cases  of  Accident  and  ordinary 
illness.  In  addition  there  are  local  vehicles  which 
have  been  adapted  to  carry  stretchers  in  case  of 
e  nergency.  The  County  Council  also  have  Motor 
Ambulances  in  reserve  for  emergencies. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  County  Mursing  Association  trains  and 
supplies  Nurses.  The  whole  district  is  divided  into 
areas,  each  with  its  own  Nurse. 


G 


Th  ere  are  no  voluntary  Hospitals.  Infectious  cases 
are  sent  to  St.  Austell  to  the  Hospital  owned  jointly 

bv  the  St  Austell  District  and  Rural  Councils  with 

« 

the  Wadebridge  Rural  District  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  _  ^ 

* 

There  is  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Clinic  in 
Wadebridge,  and  at  Polzeath  a  Day  Nursery  for 
children  under  five  years  of  age. 

There  is  an  Emergency  Nursing  Home  in  Bodmin 
for  Maternity  cases  in  the  district. 

There  is  a  Sick  Bay  at  Tredethy  for  cases  of  illness 
that  cannot  very  well  be  treated  in  their  homes  or 
billets, 

Cases  of  Scabies  and  Impetigo  are  also  treated 
with  excellent  results. 

There  are  two  Hostels  for  difficult  children  or  those 
with  uncleanly  habits.  The. majority  of  them  improve 
with  a  little  judicious  training  and  care. 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

The  drainage  and  sewerage  systems  are  kept  in 
working  order,  but  no  major  work  is  possible  under 
existing  conditions 

Water  supply. 

There  is  no  change  in  this  respect.  The  DeLank 
scheme  wdhch  would  supply  a  large  part  of  the 


district  which  at  present  is  dependent  on  wells  and 
springs  remains  in  abeyance. 

Public  Cleansing. 

I 

Household  refuse  is  regularly  collected  and  dealt 
with  by  controlled  tipping. 

Housing. 

0 

New  building  is  at  a  standstill,  but  by  frequent 
visiting  and  inspections  it  is  sought  to  avoid  undue 
overcrowding  and  to  maintain  a  reasonable  standard 
of  cleanliness. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Measles  continued  breaking 
out  during  the  3mar.  They  were  generally  mild  and 
treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  April  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria 
amongst  the  children  and  staff  at  the  Sick  Bay, 
Tredethy.  I'he  cases  were  generally  mild  and  did 
well.  The  Sick  Bay  was  closed  for  a  short  time  and 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  disinfected,  no  further  cases 
resulting. 

In  March  Sore  Throats  and  Influenza  Colds  were 
prevalent  throughout  the  district. 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  is  offered  free  of 
charge  for  all  children  between  1  and  16  ^mars  of  age 
and  has  been  taken  advantage  of  in  a  large  number 
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of  cases.  All  the  Elementary  Schools  have  been 
visited  and  the  children  immunized  with  very  few 
exceptions. 

Care  of  the  Blind. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 


Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year. 


Disease. 
Enteric 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Puerpural  Pyrexia 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 


Total  cases  notified. 
0 

14 

2 

36 

0 

0 

2 

12 

3 

2 


Total  deaths. 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
9 
0 
3 


Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  the  year — 


ISEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

e  period 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

15 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

85 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0"- 

0 

Total — 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 
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No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Eegulations,  1925 
(relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.) 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


